
NEWS RELEASE 

From the Fairfield Public Library and Solutions Architecture 

 

For Immediate Release  

 

Primary contact: 

Frank Messineo, Principal 

Solutions Architecture 

81 Clay Street, Newark, NJ  07104 

PH 201-618-0606 cellular 

fm@solutions-arch.com 

 

Secondary contact: 

J. Michael Petry, Board Member 

Fairfield Free Public Library  

261 Hollywood Avenue, Fairfield, NJ 07004 

PH 973-227-8700 

mikepetry@petryengineering.com

 

FAIRFIELD LIBRARY BEGINS MAJOR RENOVATIONS 
Hometown boy and his firm, Solutions Architecture, Chosen to Design and Oversee Project   

 

Fairfield, NJ  March 1st, 2011—The Fairfield Free Public Library has a lot to look forward to 

these days. The library is moving forward with a much-need interior renovation to update the 

space and transform it into a modern, comfortable place that patrons will be excited to visit. 

 Plans to renovate and update the library have been a priority to the Board for more than 

five years. A previous plan to renovate and expand the facility was shelved in 2008 when the 

construction bids far exceeded the budget.  The Board remained focused on the ultimate goal and 

scaled back the planned improvements.  In January 2011, after reviewing proposals from over 30 

different firms, the library board selected childhood resident Frank Messineo and his firm 

Solutions Architecture of Newark, NJ for their impressive presentation and competitive proposal. 

After intensive design meetings that included three-dimensional computer renderings along with 

a myriad of product material and finish selections, the project was ready to bid. More than 24 

contractors gathered at the library to listen to Mr. Messineo’s overview of the work. After a 

competitive bid process, LaRocca, Inc. of Jersey City was awarded the construction contract and 

has begun work on the project. 

 “Through the years, the Library Boards have worked diligently to save money from their 

operating budget to facilitate this renovation without any cost to the taxpayers of Fairfield,” said 

Darlene Gesell, the Board President. “We’re thrilled to finally have construction underway after 

years of planning.” 

 Principal Architect Frank Messineo has worked on numerous rehabilitation projects over 

the past 20 years, and although the library project presents challenges, he believes it will be well 
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received by Fairfield residents. “There is no denying that this is somewhat personal for me and I 

am enjoying the opportunity to make some wonderful changes to my hometown library,” said 

Messineo. 

“We have worked very closely with library board and staff throughout this process. They have 

all been integral parts of the planning process. In the end, as the architect, it is our responsibility 

to bring together their vision and needs for the future at a cost that satisfies the budget,” 

Messineo added. 

The Fairfield Free Public Library building is approximately 27 years old. Since the 

original construction, there have been limited improvements including an entry foyer, a new 

roof, and a recently completed HVAC upgrade that relied heavily on energy grants.  The interior 

of the building remains much the same as it did when originally opened in 1984. The new project 

includes complete interior renovations with a modified layout, upgraded interior finishes 

including, flooring, wall, ceiling and lighting treatments, as well as new book shelving and 

furnishings for all areas. The project will also include environmentally friendly upgrades, 

including the addition and replacement of exterior windows, and energy efficiency upgrades like 

occupancy sensors, daylighting controls, infrared lavatory sensors, and water conservation 

fixtures.  Other mechanical, electrical and plumbing upgrades are also planned.  The total project 

budget is proposed at approximately $1.3 million, $960,000 of that in actual construction costs. 

The redesign will maximize the use of the space and provide added functionality and efficiency; 

it will also add some aesthetically pleasing features that will make the interior environment more 

inviting to the community. 

While construction is underway, the library has established a satellite operation at the 

Fairfield Community Center at 376 Hollywood Avenue and is continuing service to patrons.  A 

small collection of items (new books, DVDs, CDs, audiobooks, and newspapers) will be 

available at this location. Library programs such as children and adult crafts, book discussion, 

and special events will be held at the Community Center.  The municipality has been very 

supportive of the project, which will be a benefit to every resident of Fairfield. The Board is 

confident that their patrons will be enthusiastic about the plan as well. “This is an exciting time 

for the library. We are eager to see this project to fruition,” added Board President, Darlene 

Gesell. 
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